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lead to the same goal as the Sinn Feiners desire to reach under
a republic."
And they pointed out how fatal it would be to Ireland, " with
practically no raw material within herself, to be cut adrift from
the strongest commercial power in the world and to have to
rely on her own resources in the welter of economic trouble with
which the world will be surrounded at the conclusion of the war,"
These were vital differences: " We are satisfied that for Ire-
land and for Great Britain a common system of finance with
one Exchequer is a fundamental essential, and that Irish indus-
trial and commercial interests and the development of our
resources can be best furthered in full community with the
economic life of the great industrial people with whom we have
so much in common and from whom we refuse to be divorced."
The Convention had in fact broken into three pieces and was
already beyond repair.